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Discover the Unique Stories of Young
People Who Paint Their Own Path




Dear readers,

It is an honor and a privilege to introduce our first edition
of "United Horizons", a magazine that seeks to shed light
on the inspiring stories of young refugees in Greece as well
as those working tirelessly to support them. In a world
where we are often drawn towards noticing divisions and
differences. We believe that it is crucial to highlight the
bonds, resilience, and hope that transcend cultural barriers.
“United Horizons” was born as a result of a profound desi-
re to help bridge the divides between the local Greek and
Refugee communities focusing on telling a narrative of
compassion, solidarity, and overcoming obstacles.

In a world that often focuses on divisions and differences,
we believe it is essential to highlight human connections,
resilience and hope that transcend cultural barriers.
"United Horizons" is born from a deep desire to unite local
communities and refugees in a shared narrative of compas-
sion, solidarity and improvement.

Throughout these pages, you will discover the brave sto-
ries of young refugees who have faced unimaginable cha-
llenges and found the strength to keep going. They will
also meet the unsung heroes: the professionals, volunteers
and activists who, with their dedication and empathy, are
making a tangible difference in the lives of these young
people.

In "United Horizons", we don't just tell stories; We also
celebrate cultural diversity through art, creative expression
and collaboration. We believe in the importance of provi-
ding young refugees with a space to express their own uni-
que voices and perspectives.

This magazine would not be possible without the collabo-
ration and support of many incredible people, and we
want to thank all the interviewees, photographers, writers
and contributors who have shared their time, talents and
experiences to bring these pages to life. All the data and
stats you can find them also at Statista.com

We hope that by reading “United Horizons,” you will be
inspired to take action, learn more, and join us in the on-
going effort to build a more compassionate and understan-
ding world. Our horizons may be diverse, but together, we
can transcend borders and find common ground.

Thank you for your support and for joining us on this jour-

ney.With gratitude,
W o






Refugees in the World: A Glance
at the Global Situation

In a world characterized by interconnectedness and mobility, the
refugee crisis is a crucial issue that transcends national borders
and affects millions around the world. Armed conflict, persecu-
tion, violence, as well as numerous other factors have led to the
amount of people seeking refuge and protection in countries out-
side their places of origin to increase signficantly In this article,
we will explore the overall situation, examining key statistics,
countries of origin, major host nations, and the impact of the refu-
gee crisis on children.

Venezuela
4,605,600 Sudan 825,

Central African Rep.
737,700

D.R. of the Congo




Afghanistan
2,712,900

Myanmar 1,177,000

Eritrea 511,900

Somalia 776,700

South Sudan 2,362,800
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Source: https:/ / www.statista.com/chart/22047 / countries-hosting-most-refugees/

30M Turkey @ 3,577,500
26.4M Colombia o 1,765,500
pakisan B

25M

20,6M
20M

16M
15M

13M
10M

SM b ' I - . ' - L ' J
1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Global statistics

The magnitude of the refugee crisis is
staggering. According to the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR), as of early 2022, the
number of forcibly displaced people
around the world has reached a stag-
gering figure of more than 82 million.
This includes refugees, asylum see-
kers and internally displaced people.
These figures represent one of the lar-
gest humanitarian crises of our time.

Uganda &= 1,396,800

Germany @ 1,111,300

Sudan 1,058,800
Iran o 979,400

Lebanon & 889,700
Bangladesh @ BRI

Ethiopia §
Host countries

Countries hosting refugees play a
critical role in responding to this glo-
bal crisis. Around the world, a relati-
vely small set of nations has taken
on the responsibility of hosting the
majority of refugees. In 2022, Tur-
key, Colombia, Pakistan, Uganda
and Germany were some of the main
host countries, providing shelter and
support to millions of displaced peo-

ple.

"Refugees are not numbers. They are people who ha-
ve suffered a lot and who need our help. It is a duty

of all of us to help them."

Regarding the origin of refugees, the
main countries of origin have varied
over the years. In 2022, some of the
nations that have generated high
numbers of refugees include Syria,
Afghanistan, South Sudan, Myanmar
and Somalia, among others. The flight
of these people is due to armed con-
flicts, political and ethnic persecution,
violence and humanitarian crises.

However, it is important to highlight
that these host countries often face
significant challenges in providing
refugees with basic services, such as
housing, education, and healthcare.
The generosity of these nations is
impressive, but it also underscores
the need for stronger global coopera-
tion to effectively address this crisis.
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The Origin of Refugees: A Look at the Causes
and Statistics

The global refugee crisis is a phenomenon that has taken root in the last
decade, affecting millions of people around the world. To fully un-
derstand this crisis, it is essential to examine the underlying causes and
the countries of origin of the refugees. Through the collection of data and
statistics, we can shed light on this crucial issue and raise awareness of
the conditions that lead people to flee their homes in search of safety and
protection.
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Source: https:/ /data.unhcr.org/fr/documents/ details /104013

These statistics highlight the magnitude of the refugee crisis and un-
derscore the need for a coordinated, empathy-based global response. As
countries of origin face diverse and complex challenges, it is essential to
address the root causes of forced displacement, including conflict, perse-
cution and inhumane conditions. The international community faces a
collective challenge in protecting and supporting those who have had to
flee their homes in search of safety and dignity.
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The impact of minors

A particularly worrying aspect of the refugee crisis is its impact on minors. Children make up a
significant proportion of the refugee population. In 2022, it was estimated that more than 50% of
refugees were under 18 years of age. Childhood is a crucial period in human development, and
refugee children often face trauma, disruptions in education, and difficult living conditions.

The situation of refugee minors raises important questions about the protection of human rights,
mental health care and the guarantee of educational opportunities. The international community
faces a collective challenge in protecting and supporting these young people who have been dis-
placed from their homes.

Asylum applicants considered unaccompanied minors in the EU

(number of applicants by country of citizenship, share in the EU total, 2020)
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In short, the refugee crisis is a global reality that affects mi-
llions of people around the world. The magnitude of the crisis,
the countries of origin and host, as well as the impact on mi-
nors, are aspects that deserve continued attention. Addressing
this crisis will require strong commitment from the internatio-
nal community, cooperation between nations, and a focused ap-
proach on the human rights and dignity of displaced people.
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Asylum seekers in the European Union
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Resettlement
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"Migration Routes of Hope: In the
Footsteps of Refugees"
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Source: https://weblog.iom.int/ worlds-congested-human-migration-routes-5-maps

< M

1600 m

1000 ym




IROPE

il

ASIA

1FR1CN

pin m

The global refugee crisis is a complex phenomenon that
spreads throughout the world. As millions of people flee vio-
lence, persecution and precarious conditions in their home
countries, they are forced to travel dangerous paths in search
of safety and a better life. These migration routes, often filled
with obstacles and challenges, offer a glimpse into the strug-
gle and resilience of those who travel them. It is worth to men-
tion the "The refugee crisis: reverse path” Project, which is pu-
rely intertwined to this topic: https://
view.genial.ly/63510be4b9e80400181f95db/interactive-content-
the-refugee-crisis-reverse-path




Europe: the Mediterranean route

Source: httpsy//3cnews.net/canarias-recibe-11-409-inmigrantes-irregulares-en-lo-que-va-de-ano-y-5-328-solo-en-octubre/




Europe: the Mediterranean
route

Europe it has been a major destination for refugees fleeing conflicts
in the Middle East and Africa. The Mediterranean route is one of the
best known and used. Refugees leave countries such as Syria, Iraq,
Afghanistan and North Africa for European shores in search of sa-
fety and opportunity. However, this dangerous journey often invol-
ves travel in precarious boats, and thousands of lives have been lost
at sea in the process.

Italy and Greece have been common arrival points on this route. As
refugees land in these nations, they face a new set of challenges, in-
cluding seeking asylum and integrating into a foreign society.
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- Destination countries

Sample migration routes
based on Human Rights Watch interviews
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Source: https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/19/mediterranean-migration-crisis/why-people-flee-what-eu-should-do
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The journey begins in distant
lands, from Syria, Iraq, Afghanis-
tan and various African countries
o marked by conflict, persecution
# and inhospitable conditions. Entire
ey families, brave individuals and

B young children leave in the hope of
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Europe. However, departure
8 means leaving behind homes, be-
longings and, in many cases, loved

y & finding safety and opportunity in !
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% The Dangerous Italy and Greece:
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B The Mediterranean Sea has witnessed heartbreaking §
@8 tragedies. The refugees, for the most part, entrust
;__..i,r ! their fate to precarious and overflowing boats that
@ venture through the tumultuous waters. This dange-
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L rous journey not only represents the fight against the
PSE \aves, but also against uncertainty, desperation
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and, in unfortunate cases, loss of life.



_Challenges on
Mainland:

As refugees seek to settle into
their new environments, they face
additional challenges. The lan-
guage barrier, cultural adaptation

B and job search are just some of
B the obstacles they must overco-
BN me. Furthermore, the response of ¢

some local communities can ran-

Humanity in Action:

P i =&

Despite the challenges, the Medite-
rranean Route has also witnessed

_|moving acts of humanity. Non-

governmental organizations, vo-

1 lunteers and local communities ha-

ve joined forces to provide assis-
tance, shelter and emotional sup-
port to refugees. These efforts are
essential to counteract the difficul-
ties inherent in the journey and
transition to a new life.







Interviewer (I): Aisha, we really appreciate you sharing your ti-
me and your story with us. To start, could you tell us a little
about your trip from Somalia and why you decided to underta-
ke it?

Aisha (A): Thank you. My family and I are from Somalia, and
the conditions there were very difficult due to violence and inse-
curity. We decided that the best for me was to undertake this
journey in search of security and hope for a more stable future.

I: We understand that the journey from Somalia to here can be
very challenging. What were the most difficult moments du-
ring the journey?

A: The journey by land was exhausting. We passed through a lot
of differents countries and walked for days to reach the coast.
Then the trip at sea was the worst part. The waves were huge,
and the boat was packed. And also, we had an accident during
the trip and we had to swim for 20 mins to arrive until the coast.

I: Getting to dry land is just the beginning. What have been
the biggest challenges you faced since arriving in Europe?

A: The language barrier is a big challenge. Although I'm lear-
ning, communication can be complicated. Furthermore, cultural
adaptation is a process. I miss my home and my community, but
I am trying to build a new life here and a I have meet a lot of
people that wants to help me.

I: We understand that there are significant challenges. Can you
share any positive experiences or support you have received
since your arrival?
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UNACCOMPANIED
MINORS SEEKING
ASYLUM IN GREECE

Unaccompanied minors are a particularly vulnerable category
of refugees, facing peculiar struggles and challenges. One of the
latter is about obtaining the papers that certify their asylum-
seekers' status. In this video, we retrace briefly the stages of this
bureaucratic journey, which is intricate and, most-likely, time-
consuming. Retrieved from https:/ /www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Ta0wn5CcfYI&ab_channel=YouthCenterofEpirus-%
CE %9A % CE % AD % CE %BD % CF %84 % CF %81 % CE % BF % CE %
9D % CE % AD % CF %89 % CE % BD % CE %97 % CF %80 % CE % B5 %
CE % AF % CF %81 % CE % BF % CF %85



A: Yes, I have met wonderful people. Local volunteers have hel-
ped us with food, clothing and guidance. I have also made
friends among other young refugees, and together we are buil-
ding a good atmosphere where I feel very supoorted every time.

I: That solidarity is inspiring. Looking to the future, what are
your dreams and aspirations now that you are here?

A: My dream is to be able to study and build a better future for
myself and my family. I would like to contribute to this society
in some way, learn more about the culture of this place and may-
be, one day, be able to help other refugees.

I: Your aspirations are admirable. For those who have not ex-
perienced refugee life, what message would you like to convey
to them?

A: Twould like people to understand that refugees do not choose
this life. We are forced to leave our homes due to difficult cir-
cumstances. We need understanding and support, and I hope
that, over time, we can be an active part of the society that wel-
comed us.

I: We sincerely appreciate you sharing your story, Aisha. We
wish you the best on your journey and building your new life
here.

A: Thanks for listening to me. I hope that more people un-
derstand our experiences and we can build bridges of un-
derstanding and empathy.



At the heart of the refugee crisis lies a
complex and moving reality that trans-
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shoot "Limbo" seeks to capture the es-
sence of that reality, exploring the mo-
ments of pause, unfathomable uncer-
tainty and persistent hope that charac-
terize the refugee experience. Through
these images, we immerse ourselves in
the nuances of limbo, that state of tran-
sition where lives are suspended bet-
ween what was and what could be. Each
photograph is a window into the strug-
gle, resistance and resilience of those
whose destinies are on pause, but whose
dreams continue to navigate towards an
uncertain horizon.

Retrieved from https:/ /www.yce.gr/en/activities / toixos2021/ , "LIMBQO", by Gina Batlle Oliva




Limbo: an uncertain period of awaiting a decision

or resolution; an intermediate state or condition.

Temporariness has become the norm in contemporary refugee protec-
tion. Many

refugees face extended periods of time waiting for permanent status,
either in camps or

living among citizens in their state of asylum. This practice of keeping
refugees waiting

constitutes a benefit to states.

This exhibition aims to reflect on the emotional journeys of asylum
seekers through the concept of “Limbo” as an state of constant
Waiting; leaving behind memories, ties and identities to immerse
oneself in an a-temporary space of paperwork, administrative
processes, confusion and prolonged uncertainty.

The exposition is composed of a series of images, that, through
everyday objects and architectural elements, evoke, in an abstract
way, the concept of Limbo in a journey.

These images are combined with the photos of unaccompanied minors
asylum seekers who live in the center of Agios Athanasios in the
Zagori, region of Epirus. Taking them as a

The aim of these photographs is to give visibility to all of them and
to do a critique of the long uncertain proceeds, the lack of
information about they rights, and the way of them confronting with
the situation they’re living.

“Waiting for nothing”






Retrieved from https:/ /www.yce.gr/en/activities / toixos2021/ , "LIMBO", by Gina Batlle Oliva







In this section of our magazine, we embark on an ex-
citing culinary journey that transcends borders and
adversities. Through the delights of cuisine, we explo-
re the stories, traditions and resilience of five coun-
tries marked by crises and challenges: Somalia, Pales-
tina, Gambia and Afganistan.

In each recipe, we discover more than simple ingre-
dients and culinary techniques; We find the cultural
richness, community connection and hope that resi-
des in each dish prepared with love and tradition.
These are more than just delicacies; They are living
testaments to human resilience and the ability to find
joy even in the midst of adversity.

Join us on this fascinating gastronomic journey as we
learn to prepare exquisite dishes that not only nou-
rish our bodies, but also connect us with the diversity
and resilience of those who have turned the kitchen
into a refuge of identity, memory and hope. Get ready
to discover the world through the flavors that unite
humanity! The pictures of this content retrieved from
Marta Alonso Mamolar



SUUGO SUCAR - SOMALIA
U

Ingredientes:

« 500 grams of beef (cubed)

« 2 tablespoons of vegtable oil

1 large onion finely diced

« 3 cloves of garlic de ajo (choped)

1 piece of fresh ginger (approximantly 2 cm long, chopped)
e 4 médium-sized tomatoes(peeled and chopped)

« 2 green peppers (chopped)

1 red pepper (chopped)

« 1 teaspoon of cilantro powder

« 1 teaspoon of tumeric to sprinkle on top

1 teaspoon of cumin to sprinkle on top

« 1/2 a teaspoon of red pepper (optional, to increase spicyness)
o Salt (to taste)

« Water

« Fresh cilantro (garnish)



Instructions:

brmg edium

Preper
In a lar

Add the beff and cook until browned on all sides. Remove beef from pan and set
aside for later
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e Add suffcient water to cover the meat and the vegtables. Bring the mixture to
boil and then reduce to low heat.
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7. Preperaton of the Pasta:
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8. Fmal Mlxture.
e Add the cooked pasta to the Suugo Sugaar sauce and mix well so the the pasta
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e Serve the Suugo Suqaar on top of the pasta and garnish with fresh, chopped ci-
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DPOMOLA— GAMB/A

Ingridents:

« 500 grams of chicken breast (cut into pieces)

« 2 tablespoons of vegtable oil

« 1 large onion (chopped)

« 3 médium tomatoes (chopped)

« 1 green pepper (chopped)

« 1 cup of peanut butter without added sugar or salt)

« 2 cucharaditas de pimiento rojo en polvo (opcional, para un
toque picante)

« 1 tablespoon of powdered cumin

« 11 tablespoon of powdered curry

« 2 cups of chicken broth

« Saltand pepper to taste

« 2 cups of rice (prereably large grain)

« Fresh cilantro (to garnish)



Instructions

In alar heat t médiu

Add the chicken and cook until it is Golden on all side. Remove the chicken from

11 the s are t

the pan and set it aside

repar

In the n, add pped ld Co0
Add th ed to nd gr ers. C
pices anut B

e S e
d the p utter t ix and to cré cream iform
sauce.

4. Re-add the chicken:

ut the back i pana ix with t . Make t the chi
nisw orated e mix.
dd th n brot

o Add the chicken broth to the pan and mix well. Bring the mixture to a boil and
reduce to low heat.

Let the k slo the ch tende e sauc uired
Creamy consitency
repare
While w. ookin pan, r .rlce W|.
d wate he wat llowin structi he pac
ors. = —_—— —_—— —

der.

nute b
ar and

ging.
inal Mi
Serve t odaw
rice a e crea
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Ingredients:

For the mass:

2 cups of wheat flour

1 egg

Water (necessary amount)
Salt to taste

For the filling:

300 grams of ground meat (lamb or
beef)

1 large onion (finely chopped)

2 cloves of garlic (chopped)

Fresh parsley (chopped)

1 teaspoon ground cumin

1 teaspoon cinnamon powder

Salt and pepper to taste

SISH BARAK— FPALESTINA

T
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J -

For the Sauce:

2 cups of Greek yogurt

3 cloves of garlic (chopped)
2 tablespoons lemon juice
Salt to taste

For Coverage:

2 tablespoons pine nuts (toasted)
Fresh parsley (chopped)
Extra virgin olive oill



Instructions:

1. Preparation of the dough:
- Mix the flour, egg, salt and enough water to form a soft
dough. Let stand.

2. Filling Preparation:

. Sauté onion in olive oil until golden. Add the meat, garlic,
cumin, cinnamon, salt and pepper. Cook until the meat is co-
oked. Mix with fresh parsley.

3. Dumpling Formation:

 Roll out the dough and cut small circles. Place a small
amount of filling in the center of each circle and close them to
form dumplings.

4. Shish Barak Cooking:
- Boil the dumplings in salted water until they float. Then,
cook for a few additional minutes.

5. Preparation of the Sauce:
- Mix Greek yogurt with garlic, lemon juice and salt. This
will be the base sauce.

6. Plate Assembly:
. Place the shish barak on a platter and pour the yogurt sau-
ce over it.

7. Coverage and Serve:
. Sprinkle with toasted pine nuts, fresh parsley and a drizzle
of extra virgin olive oil.



BOLAN/! — AFGANISTAN

Ingredients:

For the Mass:

« 3 cups of
wheat flour

« Water
(necessary
amount)

o Salt to taste

For the filling:

« 2 cups spinach (cooked and
drained)

o 1 cup leek (chopped)

e 1 cup potatoes (cooked and
mashed)

e 1 cup onion (finely chopped)
o 1/2 cup fresh cilantro
(chopped)

e 1/2 cup fresh mint (chopped)
« Olive oil

« Salt and pepper to taste



Instructions:

1. Preparation of the dough:
. Mix the flour with water and salt to form a soft dough.
Divide it into walnut-sized balls.

2. Filling Preparation:

. In a skillet, sauté the onion in olive oil until golden.

« Add spinach, leek, potatoes, cilantro, mint, salt and pep-
per. Cook until the ingredients are well mixed and the spi-
nach is tender.

3. Bolani Formation:

. Roll out each ball of dough'into a thin circle. Place a
portion of the filling on one side and fold the dough over
the filling, sealing the edges.

4. Bolani Cooking:
. Cook the empanadas in a frying pan with hot oil until
golden brown on both sides.

5. Drain and Serve:

. Place the empanadas on absorbent paper to drain excess
oil.

. Serve hot, accompanied by yogurt sauce or tomato sau-
ce.



What does the asylum process
in Greece look like?




In Greece, the Greek
Asylum Service is the agen-
cy responsible for receiving
and processing asylum ap-
plications. The asylumpro-

cess in‘Greece functions in a

similar manner-te those of
other European-Union
countries. Asylum seekers
in the country make a for-
mal application for protec-
tion. In Greece, this protec-
tion can#fall into one of two
categories. The first, is.refu-
geesstatus which'is- defined
as-“someone who cannot
return to their‘country be-
cause they have a well-

founded fear ofpersecution
there for\reasons of race, re-

ligion, nationality, mem-
bership.of a particular so-
cial group or political opi-
nion.” The other form of
protection is referred to as

subsidiary protection which

under European law is pro-
vided to people seeking
asylum but who do not

qualify as refugees provi-
ded that they “ face a real
risk of serious harm” if they
were to.be returned to their
previous country of resi-
dence orcitizenship.~Se-
rious harm is.defined as

“ (i)-the death penalty or
execution; (ii) torture or in-
human or degrading treat-
ment or punishment; (iii)
serious and individual
threat to a civilian’s life or
person by reason of.indis-
criminate violerice ‘inla si-
tuation of international or
internal armed conflict.”
Most people fall into‘this
category. Alternatively, in-
ternational protection may
be denied and deportation
may be ordered.



Greek Response To Migrants Crisis

Initially, the main route
to Europe for most mi-
grants was to cross the
Mediterranean Sea from
Libya to Italy. However,
this quickly shifted and
crossing the Aegean Sea
from Turkey to Greek is-
lands such as Lesvos, Sa-
mos, or Kos became the
preferred route.From the
onset of the erisis in
2015, but-especially since
the election of Kyriakos
Mitsotakis’ center right
part New Democracy in
2019. The Greek response
has been conducted with
the implicit objectives of
preventing further migra-
tion as well as reducing
the number of migrants
already present.in the
country. Both on their

force and deterrence, and
compelling those who en-
ter to leave after arrival.
Another heavy focus of
Greek policy has been to
request support in ad-
dressing the crisis from
other countries principa-
Ily from other EU mem-
bers. Initially at least, the
response did also involve
someaspects of humani-
tarian assistance, but as
the crisis has dragged on,
this aspect has become
much less of a focal point.
While hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees have
passed through Greece, as
of today, the country is
still home to tens of thou-
sands of people. The vast
majority of these are hou-
sed in camps located pri-

own as well as in coopera- marily on five Aegean is-

tion with theEuropean
Union (EU), the Greek

lands located near Tur-
key: The main focus of

government has employed Greece’s response has

strategies aimed at pre-
venting migrants from
entering through both

been-making entering the
country as difficult as

always been to have fewer
refugees in the country.
This objective is achieved
primarily through enfor-
cement. In Greece, this
has taken on. three pri-
mary. facets. First, Greece
has increased their border
security significantly ca-
lling in help from the Eu-
ropean Border.and Coast
Guard Agency known as
FRONTEX to police

it9 as well as building a
wall along its border with
Turkey.10 Since the
beginning of the crisis,
Greece has called in seve-
ral hundred additional
border guards to fortify
its external borders and
has increased the frequen-
cy of both sea and land
patrols significantly.11 In
late 2015, the Greek go-
vernment requested and
received support from
FRONTEX in the form of
Rapid Border Interven-
tion Teams. These teams

possible. The objective has were quickly deployed to



Migrant arrivals in Greece by sea

Number of people

Arrivals in 2015  Total arrivals by + 1,000
856 723 sea in 2016 ® 10,000
123,246 @ 50,000
. . 100,000
BULGARIA E
MACEDOMIA
Idomeni border crossing 4________' Kaval X
Istanbul
ALBANIA Thessalonlkli
GREECE
: TURKEY
@ e [Zmir
Athens ®
.
Bodrum
[ ]
-
Source: UNHCR (data to 1 March 2016) EE

many of the Aegean-is-  law, these are known as re-
lands closest.to Turkey to foulments but more com-
assist in operations targe- monly they.are referred to
ting human smugglers. 9 pushbacks. In Greece,
While these increased sol- this has taken the form of

diers, police officers, coast the coast guard or police ta-

quard officials, and bor- king groups of asylum see-
der quard age;il W kers who have made it onto

. <3 : Greek soil and simply ta-
tainly participated in hu- king them back out to sea
manitarian work and hel- 7 dropping them off on

ped to process asylum
claims, many Greek offi-
cials have relatively re-
cently begun to practice
forms of illegal deporta-
tions. Under international

small islands or rock
outcroppings in Turkish
waters leaving it to the
Turkish Coast Guard to
rescue them. Such forms of
push backs are highly ille-

gal under-international law
because they deny asylum
seekers their right to.claim
asylum once reaching anot-
her country. While the
Greek government vehe-
mently denies accusations
of pushbacks, there is credi-
ble evidence from nume-
rous sources that this prac-
tice is widespread and not
simply a matter of a few
isolated incidents.



Even the UNHCR has
accused Greece of re-
foulements and called
upon them to stop.
While there are no
such accusations
against FRONTEX, the
European organization
has been accused of-
covering up\refoule-
ment conducted by
Greek authorities. Top
EU migration officials
have called.on the
Greek government-to
cease such operations
or. risk losing funding
to address. the crisis,
but as of yet this has
not seemed to deter the

refugees and thereby,
the hope is, deter refu-
gees themselves from
coming knowing that
they are‘unlikely to re-
ceive help: Despite re-
cently having charges
dropped-against them,
over twenty refugee
workers on the island
of Lesvos were char-
ged with numerous cri-
mes including human
trafficking.and es-
pionage. While these

luntarily leave Greece.
This has been done
primarily in the form
of constructing deten-
tion-centers on the is-
lands of Sames; Leros,
Kos, Lesvos; and Chio.
These,centers are
known as Closed Con-
trolled"Access Centers
(CCACs) and serve to
replace refugee camps.
The'idea'is that the
centers will be a safe,
sanitary, and secure

charges had little to no facility for identifying,

merit, they were inten-
ded 'tofrighten off ot-

her potential .aid wor-
kers-asrwell as to-slow

Greeks and thefunding the work of those char-

has still conti-

nued. 3 This is,despite
the fact that many ex-
perts have. In addition
to such blatantly ille-
gal practices, the
Greek government re-
cently has engaged in
a new strategy meant
to deter humanitarian
aid workers from ren-
dering assistance to

ged with crimes
through intimidating
them withyears of
trials, appeals,-etc.
While attempting to
deter aid workers, the
Greek government has
also attempted to inti-
midate. refugees
themselves and make
their living situation so
bad that they will vo-

providing for, and later
relocating asylum see-
kers. However, there
have been numerous
reports of various abu-
ses in these centers by
both human rights
NGOs and refugees
themselves.While there
are-many proposed So-
lutions a prominent
one seems to be wor-
king towards integra-
ting refugees with the
local Greek popula-
tion."Helping them to
obtain a work visa,
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Interviewer (E): To start, can you tell us a little about the work
and how you became involved in caring for refugee minors?

Worker (W): Sure, thanks for having me here. I have been wor-
king at a refugee reception center for minors for three years. One
of the best things of this work is the satisfaction and the
feedback that we recieve soemtimes of the guys, helping other

people is always nice and grateful.

E: Your work is crucial. Can you describe to us what a typical
day is like at the shelter?

W: Every day is different, but it usually starts with organizing
daily activities. This includes children's education, recreational
activities, and of course, making sure they have three nutritious
meals a day. In addition, we work to provide emotional support

and create a safe and trusting environment.

E: It sounds like a very rewarding but also challenging job.
What are the biggest challenges you face in your daily work?

W: One of the biggest challenges is dealing with the traumatic
experiences that many of these children have gone through. We
had in the past guys with a very hard background that doesnt
aloud them to integrate correctly with the others guys from dif-
ferents cultures. Have around 30 teenergers from differents cul-
tures is not easy and few time we deal with fights and differents

conflicts betwend them. Overcoming cultural and linguistic ba-






rriers can also be a challenge. But the most important thing is to
provide them with an environment where they feel safe.

E: We understand that each child has a unique story. Can you
share a story that stood out to you and exemplifies the impor-
tance of this work?

W: I cant give you only one name. During this work I have meet
amazing guys with uniques stories. One guy that Im very proud
of him is Rich, from Congo, he has a lot of talent and ambition.
He goes to the school here in Greece, he goes for painture clas-
ses and also his dream is to become Singer, and his is really good
at singing. Examples as Rich is a reminder that, despite challen-
ges, every guy who arrives here deserves a chance an a opportu-

nity to heal and grow up.

E: Sounds like a significant impact. Looking to the future,
what are your hopes and aspirations for the children who co-
me through the shelter?

W: My hope is that every guy finds a sense of belonging and se-
curity here. I would like them to know that they have the poten-
tial to build a bright future. Some of them they want to travel
and go to other countries, and others they want and built a bet-
ter future here in Greece. Anyway, I just wish and hope the best

for them.



"Exploring Talent and
Skills: Snapshots of

activities in the Lives of
Refugee Youth"

In the daily life of our guys, this photos capture
moments of vitality and dedication among
young refugees. From circus skills and cooking
habilities, grace to artistic expression that gives
voice to their experiences, these images are tes-
tament to a resilience that is manifested
through commitment to various activities. This
visual tour not only offers a glimpse into emer-
ging skills, but also the steady determination
that drives these young people to embrace
every opportunity. Join us on this visual jour-
ney through the creativity and palpable effort
of young refugees as they explore, learn and
excel in various disciplines.
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Pictures retrieved from https://www.yce.gr/en/activities/toixos2023/
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